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Ice storm of ‘98
HOW IT HAPPENED

THE DAMAGE

MONTREAL’S ‘RING OF POWER’

For five days 
beginning 

Monday, Jan. 5, 
masses of  warm 
moist air from the 
southern United 
States flow into 
Ontario and 
Quebec.

■ The week-long storm dumped 90 millimetres of  
rain in the worst-hit areas of  Ottawa and Montreal; 
35 mm on Tuesday, 40 mm on Wednesday and 
Thursday and 15 mm on Friday and Saturday.

■ Friday, Jan. 9, was the worst day of  the 
crisis, when the number of  people without 
electricity peaked at 3 million and the Quebec 
power grid stood on the brink of  collapse.

■ 60 per cent of  
Montreal region’s power 
grid knocked
out.

■ 1,200 kilometres of  power
lines – enough to circle Earth three
times – destroyed.
■ 130 major trasnsmission towers, each 
worth $100,000, toppled. About 30,000 
wooden utility poles down.
■ Early estimate of  damages in Montreal 
area: $500 million-plus.

A typical hydro 
tower in the 

735-kilovolt lines 
is up to 64 metres 
tall and weighs up 

to 25 tonnes.

Thermal power 
plant supplying 
Hertel station

Still trying to 
fix this 735-kv 
line

Region hardest hit. 
At least two weeks 
before power is 
restored.

Hydro-Quebec’s 
priority is to rebuild 
these links.

The single 
unbroken link in 
Montreal 
region’s power 
ring

Too 
damaged 
to repair 
for
now

More than 5,000 
hydro workers, 
incuding 1,500 from 
Ontario, the 
Maritimes and the 
U.S., have been 
struggling to restore 
power in Quebec.

■ The coldest day of  the 
storm was Tuesday, Jan. 
13, when the windchill 
plunged to minus 35C.

A large station- 
ary mass of  cold 

air blanketing east- 
ern Ontario, Quebec 
and the Maritimes 
forces the warmer, 
lighter air up. It cools 
and condenses.

Precipitation falls in varying forms, 
depending on the temperature of  

the air it meets on its way down.
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Falling snow 
meets 
warmer air 
below and 
melts into ... 
RAIN

Falling snow meets as ti meets 
warmer air, then hits the 
ground-hugging mass of cold air 
and turns into ... FREEZING RAIN

Heavy precipitation 
falls through the 
cold air mass, 
triggering a ... 
SNOW STORM

C O L D  A I R
WARM, MOIST AIR
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