
Why cities are spreading
to the countryside Profile of a typical 

suburban subdivision
■ Roads to ruin
Governments continue 
to build more road 
and highways 
because expansion 
has been seen as a 
natural solution to 
congestion. But where 
roads go, develop-
ment follows, which 
invariably means 
more congestion over 
an ever larger urban 
area.

■ Tax base lure
Outlying municipalities 
want more roads 
because they bring 
new people. More 
residents means a 
larger tax base, and 
more money to pay 
for public works and 
social services.
    To make matters 
worse, developers 
and municipal officials 
prefer low-density, 
single family home 
developments 
because they are the 
easiest to build and 
sell.

■ Love of suburbia
Many people still hold dear 
the generations-old ideal of  
the suburban lifestyle.
     Many planners say the 
only way to ride people of  
this ideal is to make them 
aware of  the true costs of  
sprawl in terms of  
congestion, pollution 
and agricultural 
decay. It is neces-
sary to educate the 
public to combat the 
low-density sprawl 
scenario.
     “Density is everything,” 
says veteran Toronto planner 
Ed Levy. He points out that 
the world’s most exciting 
cities — like London, Paris 
and New York — are among 
the West’s most densely 
populated.

A 1/4-square-
kilometre example of  
suburbia north of  
Tornto, accommodat-
ing 300 single-family 
homes, a slightly 
higher density than 
average.

Few transit riders
Small population – hence not 
enough users – makes 
operating a public transport 
system a losing proposition.

No real town centre
Community facilities are 
usually spread apart in all 
directions instead of  
clustered in one place. This 
is why many residents 
depend on the car to get 
from one place to the other. 

Number of  units per acre 2 to 8 units

Pros
■ Larger lots than those downtown
■ Sizeable front and back garden
■ Houses are cheaper than equivalent 
downtown house
Cons
■ No or limited public transport
■ Total dependence on car
■ No nearby shops or facilites – gas station,s 
chool, library, recreational centre, parkland
Land suited for this development
■ Undeveloped land, usually parkland or prime 
agricultural land on the outskirts of  the city

Number of  residents per acre 6 to 21
residents

Type of  building Typically single-family 
detached home with 

garden and two-car garage 
on 50- to 200-ft lots
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