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The consequences
MORE TRAFFIC CONGESTION

LONGER COMMUTE TIMES

MORE POLLUTION

LOSS OF AGRICULTURAL LAND

■ As low-density suburban development 
spreads further out from the city centre, 
it drags downtown-like traffic congestion 
into the 905 regions.

Roads at 95% capacity 
during morning rush hour1991

Roads at 95% capacity 
during morning rush hour2021

■ More congestion means longer 
commutes. One transport ministry study 
estimated that a rush-hour trip between 
Newmarket and Pearson International 
Airport will take one hour and 26 
minutes by 2021. Ten years 
ago, it took 50 minutes. A 
peak-period trip between 
downtown Oshawa and 
Markham, made in 55 minutes a 
decade ago, will also take about 
one hour and 26 minutes 20 years 
from now.

■ A recent Toronto health department report revealed 1,000 
people in the city die prematurely each year because of  air 
pollution. Cars are the main culprit. Some 30 per cent of  these 
deaths were attributed to elevated carbon monoxide levels, 90 
per cent of  which were caused by the transportation sector. The 
other lethal chemical, nitrogen dioxide, was responsible for 40 per 
cent of  the air pollution deaths. Cars, trucks and buses are 
responsbile for 80 per cent of  this ozone-causing chemical.

■ In 1967, 62 per cent 
of  the GTA’s 7,161 
square kilometres was 
prime farm lannd. 
Today it is 44 per cent.

Prime agricultural land 
lost from 1992 to 1996Urban land as of  1967

Areas approved for 
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Prime agricultural land 
lost from 1967 to 1992

Smog facts
■ By 2021, the GTA/Hamilton 

Wentworth area will have more 

than 4 million vehicles making 

15 million trips per day.

■ Non-commercial vehicles are 

responsible for more than 50 

per cent of  smog-causing 

nitrogen oxides and 30 per cent 

of  smog-causing valatile 

organic compounds in the air.

■ Meanwhile, under 
current plans, this traffic 
growth would be accompa-
nied by a mere 12 per 
cent increase in 
actual road capacity 
throughout the 
Greater Toronto Area.

■ The raw statistics are frighten-
ing. Demand on the regional road 
system is expected to increase by 
112 per cent in Durham Region, 
69 per cent in Peel, 65 per cent in 
Halton and 97 per cent in York 
region between 1996 and 2021.

■ According to Ontario 
Transport Ministry 
estimates, many of  the 
arterial roadways in 
the four regions 
surrounding the city 
will hit capacity 
during peak morning 
and evening periods 
by the year 2021.
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